
In Which Wc Decide That
If Is Better To Be Wron»

Than To Be President
By Harriett«; Underhill

Wr.tn we wrote our first "newspaper
article," more than a decade ;igo, we
heard of "constructive criticism," and
we have b< en hearing about, it ever
rince. These ;> the t'nin-js that
producers managers, directors, actors
and others say it is a critic's duty to
yiVfc.constructive criticism, good ad-
rice and an opinion as to whether au-
Jicnces will ¡ike what they have to
offei Not, as one director pointed
out recently, whether we like it, but
whether audiences will like it. What
they object to is destructive criticism
e*:d an effort to be smart particularly
an effort to be smart: No critic should
try to be funny or clever, because
then, you see, he will sacrifice the
truth on the altar of facetiousness.
We had heard this so often thai we

iv 'to not a bit surprised when the snb-
¦. .*. came up at a luncheon given by
Hugo Riesenfeld af Claridge's for Wil¬
liam Do Mille, who ¡3 in town for a

tort time, Mr. De Mille i-- a very
fascinating man, and :. you listen to
him talk he can almost convince you
that what you know ain't, is; at least

i>d agree witl him in "Conrad tn

was coming. "There are only a few
real brains in motion picture produc¬
tion a few real students Wnu are in
lovo with their art and take their work
seriously When 1 entered motion pic¬
tures, six years ago, missed the in¬
tellects that 1 had come in contact
with in the legitimate theater. But in
the last two years men of brains and
dramatic genius have been turning to
the screen, because they realize the
tremendous possibilities of pictures.
Now, critics should get behind the men

who are carrying the artistic burden
of the screen. Critics should take
their work seriously and should foster
the efforts of the serious minded pro¬
ducers, and, above all, give them con¬
structive criticism, and not the fljppant
prostitution of the writing talent to
superficial cleverness. It is discour¬
aging enough righting the battle for
art in the front trenches without being
sniped ;.' from behind by flippant,
thoughtless critics."

All the time we felt as though Mr.
De Mille was thinking. "Certainly, this
means you," and wc resolved at least
to make it nu excuse for defending
ourself. Also, we didn't agree with
him at all about titles, and we wanted

Alls Well at the End of "The First Year"

Roberta Arnold and trank Crane

Quest of His VtHitii." but we very em-
ihatically disagreed with him in "Mid-
irtimer Mi iu-.- ." and that seems to

be the darling or' his heart. Havingid all '¦'- e h ud to saj w hen we re¬
newed the picture we resolved to be
screetly silent after having broken

¦'..ici with .Mr. Do Mille« so we just
listened "-'Midsummer Madness,'" he

id. ":.'.'- an ."-7t rest¡ng illus¬
tration of the necessity of cooperation
.'van author md direct irs. Some-

iodj has raised the point that the nie¬
la-' i. usrao Hamilton s hook,

[is Friend end His Wife.'" Well, this
lirin't mean us, foi We hadn't read the

! admit." he continued, "that the
ictui noi the book, but I maintai .1
iiat ;t d >es tell thi si t>ry wh '-ii the
.ok told.
"Mr. Hamilton's book had more than
fly charactei -. but 1 soon convinced
im 1 we talked il over that from the
t!'.ndporn1 of the picture the story
mus center in the t< ur characters por¬
trayed en the screen bv Jack Holt,Lila
eu, Lo 5 Wil ;. and Conrad Nagel.

irv Mr. Hamilton finallv evolved
the "I:-i Frii nd and His

Wife' in 'Midsumm r Madnc s,' out,
.' course, not thi book.
"I do not want books; 1 do not want

. la> -. .¦¦ uthors nut hors who
rea that building u drama in terms

icl ures entiiely differ< t from
ng a di ma for the a 1 -tha'.i

. ano. ti
future of mo-

ion pictui ei iea ntire!; in I he estab¬
lishment of new screen literature.
"The gr« ate * im* tu tow ard the
iture de\ elopment will coir e, 1 tl nk,

f-<-<ni what call the establishmenl of
motion picture university in Holly¬

wood. Th univeri ty airead} is in
ce, and its st udi .-*. body in¬

cludes such people as Henry Arthui
Jones, Sir i, Ibert Parker, Elinor Glyn
Avery Hopwood and Edward Knoblock.'

"Isn't it true, Mr. De Mille, that'knol
ich me- : --a -' h ?" we asked
'*! believe s.a." h<* replied. "The mo

'¦-.n picture to-day has about the sam«
dation to its ultimate developmen'
at 1 may of the fi fteentl

centurj to modern drama."
"In that case," wo interrupted, "wh;
on'1 you add Oliver "nions to you

';,( J*1
"The newspaper critic«." continue.

Mr. De Mille, "can perform a tremen
e ,1 oublie service." And here w

pricked up our cars. We knew- wha

to give him some "constructive criti¬
cism," so after the important business
of eating was finished we. took him
aside and were about to open the sub-
ieet gently when he said: "1 felt as
though I liad received a terrible black
eye when I read what you thought of
'Midsummer Madness.' "

"You like it, don't you V" we replied.
"Yes," he answered, "I think it is

more nearly technically perfect than
anything 1 have done."
"Perhaps «so, but 1 know nothing of

motion picture technique. Why. 1 am
the person, you know, who never has
written a scenario."
"Then you should not be a critic, or

you should learn something of the
technique."
"No." we replied, "for we do agreewith you that a critic should put him¬

self in the pi.ice of the average theater¬
goer. 1 try to «1«) that, and I think Ï
ucceed very well."
"Well, what ig wrong with my latest

picture? Why do you not like it?"
Now here was a chance for construc¬

tive criticism, *u we said boldly, "Be¬
cause people are tired of looking i-.t a
lady mooning about in fron; of her
dressing table while a tiny tot stands
near by and says, 'Papa love mama?'"

"1* is a fascinating subject," said
Mr. De Mille.
"Perhaps it was, but it has ceased

to ni fascinating now."
"It will never cease to be fascinating.

You are w rong."
"All right, then; why do ;. picture

ibout such stupid people? Daisy was
a fool! And they are all so uninter-
«¦ -i ing."
"That is re?l life, and Daisy was a

fool, but they are not uninteresting.
You aie wrong."

"All right I'm wrong, but would a
man call in his servants and ask them
before his dinner guests what time his
wife came in the night before'.' He
would not! Am 1 wrong?"

"Yes, you're wrong. I am a man and
I feel sure that under the circum-
stances he would."

So there was our constructive criti¬
cism, but we didn't feel as though we
had been of any great help to the
director.
"And then there's the -.natter of

titles! You don't agree with us at all,but «i; love to hear you talk and think
you are A fascinating man," and this
timo Mr. De Mille didn't say, "You are
wrong."

«This «Happens to a Bashful Man in "Ladies' Night"

John Cumberland an<l Al!yn King

Mrs. Whiffen Spry
After 55 Years

Spent on Stage
(Continued from preceding pagei

i left the musical stage soon after for
he dramatic stage.."
But Mrs. Whiffen did not remain

away from the musical stage. She re-

tumed to it when James Duff prepared
to produce Gilbert and Sullivan's "Pina¬
fore" for the first time in America at
the Standard Theater. Mrs. 'Whiffen
played Buttercup in the original .pro¬
duction and her husband played Sir
Joseph Porter.

In "Hazel Kirke," which was pro¬
duced at the Madison Square Theater
and which had a run of 486 nights, Effie
Ellsler, now in "The Bat," played the
leading rôle and Mrs. Whiffen played
the rôle of an old woman.
"From that time 1 have continued to

play old women without interruption.
Once when I was twenty-one I played n

woman of eighty and was told that I did
it well. I began to think that I was

good, but. as I grew older this thought
left me."

¦When Daniel Frohman former] his
Lyceum 3tock company Mrs. Whiffet*.
became a member of his company and
remained with him for thirteen years.
Other actors in the organization were
Herbert Kelcey, Effie Shannon, Henry
Miller, William Lemoyno and Georgia
ayvan. Later she played in "The

Great Divide" with Henry Miller and
Margaret Anglin, and she also played
in a vaudeville sketch by Edgar Allan
Woolf for two or three years.
"Although I have been a long time

in the American theater, it is hard for
me to note definitely the changes
which have taken place since I first
came iiver. There have been many
changes, of course, bul they have all
corn«* in so gradually that one hardly-
noticed them until the old had been
replaced by the new. But I do think
. hat the naturalistic school of .acting
lias replaced the older, more romantic
type. The naturalistic school of act
ing would not have been applicable to
the plays which wer«' popular forty
years ago, nor would the romantic type
of acting be applicable to the plays of!
to-day. I think it is the plays which
were responsible for the change in)
the character of acting, and one of
enc ii'si oi ihesc ."«ays. requiring the
natural type of acting, was 'Caste,' by
H. J. Byron."

Ill "Just Suppose" Mrs. Whiffen
plays the rôle of a sympathetic, under¬
standing Southern woman. She can ap
predate the. ¡feelings of her grand-
daughter who falls in love with the
Prince of Wales, who visits fisc- Stafford
home in Virginia incognito. Hadn't she
«lanced with the Prince'- grandfather
fifty \ ears ago '.'
Despite her fifty-five years on the

stage Mrs. Whiffen is still very active.
Traveling does not disturb her in the
¦east and she very seldom feels hei
age.
"Only when I feel a little extra tired

lio I realize that I am old." she said.
Mrs. Whiffen paid a tribute to James

A [lerne, with whom she played in San
francisco in "Rip Van Winkle" and
"Oliver Twist."
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Vaudeville
PALACE.William and Gordon Dooley

and supporting'company will be the]
super-headUners in a new farcical-i
musical piece, "Two Vagrants," by
Edgar Allan Woolf and Harry Car-
roll. William and Gordon will be
assisted by Arthur Hartley, Helen
Patterson William Foran and a

girlie sextet, Kittie iJoner, dan-
cer, singer and male impersonator,
remains for a second week with her
brother Ted and her sister Rose.
Gertrude Vanderbilt will öfter songs
and dances, with Dean Moore at the
piano. May Wirth, Phil Wirth and
family will present their equestrian
act. Tom Patricola will dance, as¬
sisted by Irene Delroy. Ed and
Birdie Conrad will sing "Honey
Songs."

RITERSÎDEr-George Jessel's six-
scene satire on the revue epidemic
called "Troubles of 1920" will be the
headline attraction. Emmet Devoy and
company, Mary Haynes, Tim and
Kitty O'Meara, Clayton and
Edwards, Sully and Houghto«,
Charles F. Scmon and Camilla's
Birds will complete the bill.

COLONIAL.Arman Kaliz will appear
at the head of his own company, in
the headline position, offering a new
allegorical operetta called "Temptft-tion"; the Four Marx Brothers,
Vinie Daly. Charles and Madeline
Dunbar, Earl Gates and company, ;
Jed Dooley, La Beige Duo and Hurio
also are on the program.

EIGHTY-FIRST STREET- "The Creole
Fashion Plate," Kary] Norman, will
be the headliner in a "A Tent of
Melodies." The screen feature will
be Annette Kellermann in the comedy
drama entitled "What Women Love."

HAMILTON.Harry Carroll will bringhis super-headline feature, "Vari¬
eties of 1920." to head the bill,
Charles Withers and company, in
"For Pity's Sake"; Marshal Mont¬
gomery, Milt Collins, Y'aughn .Com-
tort, Dooley and Story, "Up-üide-
Down Stanley" and Turner and Gra-
c< 1 also will appear.

JEFFERSON.The Ford Sisters, Mabel«
and Dora, will top the bill, present-
ing "The Ford Frolics of 1920." Long
Tack Sam and company, Lew Dock-
stader, Hugh Herbert and company,'
Patricola Hall and Shapiro, Exposi¬
tion Jubilee Four, The .Sterlings and
the Bellis Trio will round out the
bill,

MOSS'S BROADWAY -"The Reckless
Eve." a miniature musical comedy
extravaganza, will be the main at¬
traction. Others include A. Robins,
Billy Green and Homer Dean and
the Nippon Duo, Eugene O'Brien in
"Broadway and Home" is the picture.

LOEW'S AMERICAN.J. K. Emmet and
Mary F. Ryan and company will head
the bill the first half of the week in
"The Test." "Heliotrope" is the pic¬
ture. William 1$ Friedlander's
"Sweeties" will be the feature the
last half of the week. "The Fnr-
nuce" is the film.

At Outlying Houses
SIU'BEKT-RIVERA -Alice Brady (per¬

sonally) in "Anna Ascends" will be
the attraction this week. Miss Brady
will be supported by the same com¬
pany that appeared with her at the
Playhouse.

In Picture Theaters
CAPIT01^."Passion." which tells the

story of the life of Mme. du Barry,
introducing to America Pola Negri.j
Continental motion picture star, will
be the feature. Five thousand people
are in the cast of the picture. Be-
cause of the length of the production
the only other numbers on the pro-
gram will be a special overture and
prologue. An augmented orchestral
will play Litolff's '..Maximilian
Robespierre" overture and the pro--
logue will be a musical and dramatic
episode of the period, in which the
full Capitol ballet corps and ensem-j
ble will take part.

CRITERION . William De Mille's spe¬
cial production, "Midsummer Mad¬
ness," ha^ed on Cosmo Hamilton's
novel "His Friend and His Wife,"
begins the second week of its cn-
fnded engagement. "The Four Sea¬
sons of Life," Desha's dance, "The
Bubble" and other numbers which
were seen last week will bo con-
tinued.

FORTY-FOURTH STREET D. W.
Griffith's picturizntion of "Way Down
Käst" is continuing to attract large
audiences to this theater.

LYRIC.William Fox's production1
"Over the Hill," is proving to be a-

picture of wide appeal, and big audi-
enees are attending the perform¬
ances.

RlALTO. Dorothy Gish in "Flying'
Pat." a comedy about newlyweds
adapted from the original story by,
Virginia Withey, will be the principal
screen attraction. James Rennie
heads the supporting cast. "Convict
13," a Buster Keaton comedy; "Moun-
tain Sailing,'' a scenic, and the Rialto
Magazine are the other screen enter¬
tainments. The- orchestra will play
Von Suppe's "Morning. Noon and
Night in Vienna.'' Sascha Fidelman,;
violinist, will play "Caprice Vien¬
nois," by Fritz Kreisler, and Emanuel
List, basso-profundo, will sing an
English ballad.

RIVOLI- -George. Melford's production
for Paramount, "The Jucklins," a

iitory of the back woods, with Monte
Blye and Mabel Julienne Scott head¬
ing the cast, will be the feature.- The
¦-creen play was adapted from Opic
Read's book by Frank Condon. "The
Noisy Still," a Sunshine comedy, ai d
the Rivoli Pictorial complete the
screen program. The orchestra will
play Thomas's "Mignon" overture
and Thalia Zanou, Paul Oseard and
Vera Myers will he seen in a special
dance number. Mabel Fabian, so¬

prano, will sing an English ballad.
STRAND "The Truth About Hus-..

bands," a Firsi National adaptation
of Sir Arthur Wing Pinero's "The
Profligate," will he the principal
screen attraction. Kenneth Webb di¬
rected the production and the east
includes May McAvoy, Ann:'. Lehr,
Elizabeth Garrison. Lorraine Frost,,
H. E. Herbert, Richard Gordon, Ar-,
thur Rankin and ivo Dawson. "Con¬
vict 13," a Bustev Kvaton comedy; a
scenic study and the Strand Topical
Review also will be seen. The or-
chestra will play Enesco'.- "First
Rhapsodie Roumaine" for the over-
ture. The Strand "Male Quartet will!
be heard in a medley of songs and
Mary Mitchell, soprano, will sing!
"The Song of Songs."
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Titled Englishwoman in
"Afear"

Ladv Lilian Maxtvell Wiltshire

Brooklyn Theaters
MONTAUK."The Storm," LangdonMcCormick's melodrama, which j<filling its third engagement at thistheater, will run for a second week

In the cast are Katharine HaydenBen Taggart, Eric Maxon. CharlesHenderson and Joseph Dliscoll.
MAJESTIC Leo Ditrichstein will 8p-
pear here in "The Pu.pie Mask," th0play in whicfc ne wus last Mien or*
Broadway.

ORPHEUM.Eddie Foy and his familvOf younger Foys will head the bilí ti,the "New Foy Revue" rhomas FShea. "Puritana" Kramer and Boylethe Innis Brothers, the Big cjtvFour, Roy Harrah and company anil
. The Musical Hunters wil, completethe bill.
BUSHWICK. Marie Nordstrom willshare headline honors with John h

Hymer. Al and Fanny Stedman Ir
viiiti and Jack Kaufman. Eric Zardo
Jones and Greenlee, Beatrice Doane'
Francis and Kennedy and Young andApril are others on th.* program.

STRAND Thomas Meigham, in "Con¬rad in Quest of His Youth," will bethe feature film. "Wet and Wanner"
the comedy. The orchestra willplay "Les Prehid»--." by Lisa?.

LOEW'S METROPOLITAN "Sweeties"heads the vaudeville bill tin* first halfof the week. "The Furnace" «,.> th<*
picture. "A Little High" is the head-
liner the second half <f w.-ek
"Heliotrope" is the pi- ire.
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